St Mary’s Newsletter
Friday 9th September 2016
“Pupils’ learning is now at the heart of everything they do.”
Ofsted September 2012
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the new school year everyone! We hope you enjoyed a wonderful summer holiday and all the
lovely sunshine. During the summer holidays lots of work has gone on at school with Phase 1 of the school’s rewiring
completed. We have new lights in some parts of the school and ceilings and walls painted where the works took place.
Children are settling in very well into their new year groups after the summer holiday, and finding out about their new
topics and learning for the term.
On Wednesday 14th September at 3 - 3.30pm we will hold our ‘Meet the teacher’ sessions for year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 parents
with their class present too. Teachers will share with you some of the learning, routines and expectations for the new
year group your child is in. We hope you can make the meetings and look forward to seeing you there. If you would
like to find out more, the curriculum expectations can be found on the school website www.stmarys.islington.sch.uk
We welcome our brilliant staff team, many who have been in over the holidays preparing for the new school year. We
say a special welcome to Dean, who is looking after our school premises and ...
My name is Miss Williams and I
teach year three. I am extremely
happy to be working here. I have
enjoyed my first week and am
looking forward to lots of
learning and getting to know the
children.

My name is Mr Cota and I teach
year five. I’m originally from
Canada so I’m really looking
forward to getting to know the
Islington community. I’m
honoured to be working at
St Mary’s, we have had a great
first week and the behaviour has
been excellent.

God bless,
Miss Prayag

Headteacher
Secondary applications
If your child is in Year 6 remember to make your online application at www.islington.gov.uk/admissions to view
the Secondary information and apply online.
You can apply from 1st September 2016, and you must apply by the deadline, 31st October 2016.
We recommend you apply by 21st October 2016, just in case there are any problems with getting online or logging
into the site.

A quick reminder about school uniform
please:To wear only blue/black hair bands.
Sensible black school shoes, no trainers.

New Reception Class 2016/17
We are all excited about next week when some
of our new Reception children start school.
We wish them all the best!

We ask that you do not request teachers access to their Facebook, Instagram or other social
media. This is to ensure we are adhering to Islington’s guidance regarding social media. We
ask that you supervise your children’s use of the internet to ensure they are not accessing
Facebook or making inappropriate requests to members of staff to gain access to staff
Facebook’s or Instagram or social media.
Thank you for your co-operation.

“For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

School Term Dates and Holidays 2016/17
Term Time Dates for Children
Term
Autumn

First Day for Children

Last day of term for
Children

Tuesday 6th September 2016

Tuesday 20th December 2016

(Staff INSET Monday 5th September)

School closes at 2:00pm
(Staff INSET on Wednesday 21st December)

Spring

Wednesday 4th January 2017
(Staff INSET on Tuesday

Summer

3rd

January)

Tuesday 18th April 2017

Friday 31st March 2017
School closes at 2:00pm
Friday 21st July 2017
School closes at 2:00pm
(Staff INSET on Friday 7th July))

Holiday Dates for Children
School Holidays

First Day of Holidays

Last Day of Holidays

Autumn Half Term

Monday 24th October 2016

Friday 28th October 2016

Christmas Holiday

Tuesday 21st December
2016

Tuesday 3rd January 2017
(Staff INSET on Tuesday 3rd January)

(Staff INSET on Wednesday 21st December)

Spring Half Term

Monday 13th February 2017

Friday 17th February 2017

Easter Holiday

Monday 3rd April 2017

Monday 17th April 2017

Summer Half Term

Monday 29th May 2017

Friday 2nd June 2017

Summer Holidays

Monday 24th July 2017

To be confirmed

Easter Monday

Good school attendance is one of the main factors in determining children’s future
and opportunity in life. By supporting children's education we are giving them a
better chance for a successful future!

Welcome back!
I am so pleased to be back to continue our work towards the success of our children. As you all
remember we are working to achieve the best education by helping them to be in school on time
and attend every day. Please let’s carry on working hard and celebrate our children’s
achievements. The greater the attendance, the greater the potential for achievement!
Please let me remind you of some important information: The school will identify and support
parents whose children’s attendance falls below 90%. If you are experiencing difficulty in
sending your child to school please contact me. I will be very happy to talk to you about the difficulties and think how you and your
child can be supported in the best possible way. My phone number is 07811 993986 or you can just pop in and talk to me in person.
I am available every Friday between 08:30am and 3:30pm. All parents/carers have a legal responsibility to make sure that their
children attend school regularly.
The school is obligated to monitor attendance and if the attendance or punctuality is concerning this has to be referred to the local
authority (The Access and Engagement Service) and that could mean that you receive a Penalty Notice.
In order to avoid this please remember that if your child is absent from school that you always telephone us to provide the reason.
On return to school you need to bring a letter or medical proof so the absence can be authorised because the accumulation of
unauthorised absences will lead to a Penalty Notice issued by The Access and Engagement Service.
A Penalty Notice can also be issued for bringing your child to school late so please ensure that your child is always on time. It will help
if your child has a regular bed time to get enough sleep, wakes up early to prepare for school and has the school uniform and school
bag prepared in the evening before. If you would like any help in establishing good routines please contact me.
If you have any questions regarding attendance and punctuality or need support please do not hesitate to contact me.
Wishing you a great weekend! Mariola Reron, School Home Support Practitioner

